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Skills 10 Reading and Writing

Reading

1 Read the text below and put one word in each gap (1–5).

1 _____
4 _____

2 _____
5 _____

3 _____

China – an incredible land 
With a land area of 9.5 million square kilometres, China is the world’s third largest country. But in terms of population (1.2 billion) it is second to none. The Chinese call their country Chung Kuo which means ‘Middle Country’ or ‘Central Country’ in their language. They are extremely proud (1) ____________ their country and they have every reason to be. 
With a recorded history of nearly 4,000 years, Chinese civilisation is among the oldest on Earth. The Chinese invented paper, printing, gunpowder and porcelain and (2) ____________ first to use silk. China has given the world beautiful literature, painting and architecture as well as the wise thoughts of the philosophers Lao-tze and Confucius. The arts were well-developed in China long before Rome was founded. Many centuries ago, Chinese medicine was making use of preparations and techniques only just now being discovered and acknowledged in the West. It is no wonder then (3) ____________ most people did not believe the reports of the famous thirteenth-century Italian traveller, Marco Polo, when he told of the Great Wall, the fabulous architecture, impressive inventions and other wonders he had seen in China. 
Although eating habits vary greatly throughout this huge country today, in general Chinese food is very good, carefully prepared and served to appeal to the senses of sight, smell and taste. The Chinese people love gathering together to enjoy good food, drink and company at the New Year, at weddings and occasions like the Lantern Festival. Today, Chinese food 

(4) ____________ become very popular in many countries and using sticks for eating rice is an obligatory skill in the eyes of many people. 
What is especially valuable is that (5) ____________ the western style pop culture gradually seeping through, the Chinese have remained a very family-oriented nation where the elderly are respected for their wisdom and experience. 

(adapted from The World of English)
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Writing

Choose one of the topics below and write an essay about 200–250 words.
1 ‘The best museum I have ever visited.’ (Describe a museum giving its name and saying where it is located, what kind of museum it is, what exhibits it has, etc.) 

2 Try to remember the greatest historical place you have ever been to and describe its look, surrounding, location, history, what kind of place it is, etc.
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